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4 ſhort TESTIMONY concerning the great Lows and 
F Mercy of the Lord to all Mankind: Or, God's Salvatior 
| - freely tendred to all Men through Jeſus Chriſt, 


© Alſo, « Warning to ſome, and Encouragement to others, to ſeek ihe Iord BF | 
| by Repentance before the Door of Mercy he ſhut againſt thee 77 D A I 
& " 
With 42 Poſtſcript to Friends, #? Friends ne FF 
| LO S Library. ; SJE. - 

EW T was the greateſt Bleſling that could attend Mankind Ng IN» þ 

> B that God was pleaſed in mercy to lend unto him a helping Þ Ee / + 
] for his Reſtoration ; and gave his only begtt2n Son into the World, That 
 £& all Men through him might be ſaved, Jo. 3. 16. with an everlaſtitg Salva- 
> tion. And his Love is not only to a few but unto all '4en without reſpe& of 
” Perſons, becauſe he doth not deſire the death of any of the *2ns and Daughters 
of Men, but rather that they would turn unto him 4:4 [:-2, for all have ſinned, 
= and like Sheep gone aſtray from the Path of Life, and in that Eſtate were al- 
+ together miſerable and uncapable to recover themſelves out of that Condition, 
& had not the Lord in mercy looked down upon us with an Eye of Pity and tender 
” Compaſſion; and opened a way whereby Mankind might be redeemed out of his 
miſerable Eſtate ; which was by his only begotten Son, the greateſt Bleſiing 
” that could attend Mankind, yea, and that freely too. Ke that knew no Sin, 
& became Sin for us, that he might reconcile us to God ; he offered up him{elt 
- Upon the Croſs, and was wounded for our Tranfgrefſions, that by his Stripes 
we might be healed ; he taſted Death for every Man, and laid down his Life tor 
» Sinners : Greater Love could not be manifeſted to poor Mortals. And this was 
| foretold and propheſied of by the Ancients in Ages paſt. After tlie Fall of Man 
- through Diſobedience, God promiſed a holy Seed, That rhe Seed of the Woman 
| ſruld bruije the Serpents Head, Gen. 3. Ch, 49. 10. and this was Chriſt the Son of 
+ the Living God : Facob propheſies of him, and ſaid, The Sceprer ({:c::!d ot de- 
L. part from Judah, mr a Law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloah conic ;, and to 
bim ſtall the gathering of the People be, Moſes alſo propheſied, That 4 Propizer ſoall the 
Lord your God raiſe up from among your Brethre:?, {ke unto me ; him ſpall ye hear in all 
| things whatſcever he ſhall fay unto you : And it ſhall come to paſs, that every Soul which 
will not hear that Prophet,ſhall be deſtroyed from among the People. AQ'S 22.23. The Lord 
appeared to Hoſes and ſpoke unto him out of the midſt of a burning Buſh 3 and 
( he beheld the Buſh that it burned, and yet was not conſumed. Afo/es was a 
; Tipeof Chriſt, and was faithful in all his Houſe : By him God viſited his Pcople 
and brought them up out of the Land of Egypt, and wrought Wonders ia the 
fight of Pharoah King of Egypt; as may be ſcen in Exed. 3. and 6 forward. 
. For time would fail to mention how wonderful God made known his Power un- 
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der that Diſpenſation : But I refer all tothe Hiſtory of them left upon Record 
in the Holy Scriptures. 

And now concerning this ſpiritual 2Zofſes of whom and to whom [ am concerned 
to give a ſhort Teſtimony, who according to the Teſtimonies and Propheſies of 
the Prophets, in the fulneſs of time did come. And this was the Teſtimony of 
one that waited for this great Salvation, a Man in Jeruſalem, whoſe name was 
Simeon, Luke Chap. 2. the ſame Man was juſt and devout waiting for the Con. 
ſolation of 1/racl, and the Holy Ghoſt was upon him, and it was revealed to him 
' by the Holy Ghoſt, That he ſhould not ſee Death before he had ſeen the Lorg 
Chriſt; and he came by the Spirit into the Temple : And when the Parents 
brought the Child Jeſus, to do for him after the cuſtom of the Law, then took 
he him upin his Arms, and bleſſed God and ſaid, Vow letres# thou thy Servant de. 
part in peace, accordirg to thy Word, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all People, a Light to lighten the Gentiles, andthi 
glory of thy People 1ſrael, And Yoſeph and his Mother marvelled at thoſe things 
which were ſpoken of him ; and S:meor bleſſed them, and faid unto Mary his 
Mother, Behold this Child us ſet for the fall and riſing again of many in Iſrael, and 
for a Sign which ſhall be ſpoken: againft (yea, a Sword ſhall pierce through his own Soul 
alſo) that the theughts of many Hearts may be revealed, 

The Law and the Prophets were until Job», whoſe Teſtimony concerning 
our Saviour was great, not only as to his appearance in that holy Body, in 
which he came to fulfil the Will of his Father, but alſo as he was the eternal Son 
of God from the beginning, the great Light and Illuminator of Mankind. 
Saith John, Chap 1. 1: the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God; the ſame was in the beginning with God; all things was made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made : In him was Life, and the Life 
was the Light of Men. fohn ſaid, He was not that Light,but was ſent to bear Witneſs of that 
Lizht(to wit,Chriſt)rhat was the trueLight which lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
World ;, be was in the World and the World was made by him, and the World knew hm | 
ot ; he came to his own, and his own received him not ; but as many as received him, | 
#0 them gave he power to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe in his name, | 
which were born not of Blood, nor of the will of the Fleſh, nor of the will of Man, but 
of God : And the Word was made Fleſh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory as 
of the only begetten of the Father full of Grace and Truth ;, the Law came by Moſes, but 
C race and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt : The Law made nothing perfeft, but the bringing 
#n a better hope, which was Chriſt, who came not to deſtroy but to fulfil the Law, to put 
an end to it. The Leſſer muſt give way unto the greater. And rho' Johbn was ſent 
according to that Propheſie, Behold, 1 ſend 3 Meſſenger before thy face, which ſhall | | 
prepare the way before thee; yet Job's Miniſtration was inferiour unto Chriſt, a {| | 
he rruly confeſſeth, 7 mui? decreaſe, but he muſt increaſe ;, I baptize with water uns} 
Repentance, but he ſhall baptize with the Hily Ghoſt; and that he might be made} 
manifeſt to 1ſral, Therefore am I come, baptizing with water ,, (mark) And bo they _ 
Lamb of God which takes away the ſins of the world. 1t was he which all pointed un 
80, who baptized with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire. 41d now the Axe is lajd : 7/1 \ 
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| Root of the Tree, and every Tree that bringeth not forth gotd Fruit, muſt be hewen dows 
and caſt into the fire, This 1s he that doth the Work thorowly which none elſe 


d can do, even with his ſpiritual baptizing of which Fobz was ſent to bear Wir- 
f MW refs, which was owned and fulfilled in Chriſt. 

f But notwithſtanding all the Teſtimonies of the Prophets concerning, the com- 
'$ ing of the Meſſiah, yea, and where he was to be born, even in Berblehem of Fu- 


- MW 44, and tho? he was of the Sced of Abraham, yet the high-profeſſing Jews re- 
n iced him in that appearance : And tho' they ſaid they were Avrbam's Children, 
d Chriſt to!d them, They were of their Father the Devil, Ard indeed he might well. 
$ fay ſo, for it is the work oftheDevil in every Age andGeneration,as much 25 in 
kK himlies to op and envalue the preſent appearance of God under every Diſpen- 
- Gtion, And when Chriſt was born, how did Herod ſeek to deſtroy him ? But 
, they were prevented until his Work was accompliſhed, which the Father gave 
U him to do in that holy prepared Body. And in his firit Sermon he ſaid, Reperr, 
$ for the Kingdom of Heaven 1s at hand, Mat. 5. And in his Sermon on the Moun- 
$ tain, he begins in Bleſſing ; and ſuch as were fit Objects of his Bleſſings were ſuch 
4 as were Poor in Spirit, ſuch as mourned, the Meek, and they that hungered and 
/ thirſted after Righteouſneſs ; the Mercifrl, the pure in Hearr, the Peace-makers 

and them that are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs-ſake, to ſuch he ſaid, Rejoyce 
- and be exceeding glad, for great 15 your Reward in Heaven. They were the Salt of the 
r Earth, the Light of the World : Let your Light ſo ſhine (ſaid he) before Men, that 
a they may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. Alſo he ſhews 
. how far the Diipenſation of the Goſpel exceeded the former Diſpenſations, or 
6 the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt which he came to eſtabliſh, and the Righteouſneſs of 
: the Scribes and Phariſees, tho' he came not to deſtroy the Law bur to fulfil it. Jr 
6 was ſaid by them of old time (faith he) thou ſalt not kill; but T ſay unto you, that who- 
, foever is angry with his Brother without aCauſe ſha!l be in danger of Judgment, &C. Te have 


? heard that 1s was ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſhalt zot commit Adultry; but I ſay unto you, 
; That whoſoever looketh on aWoman to luſt after ber,bath committed Adultry with her already 
? in bis Heart. Again it hath been {aid by them of old time, Thou ſhalt not Forfwear thy ſelf, 
T but ſhall perform unto the Lord thy Oaths; but 1 ſay unto you, Swear not at all , neither by 
f Fleaven,for it is Gods Throne; nor by the Earth,for it his Foatſtool ; neitver by Jeruſalem, 
*W for it is the City of the great King ; neither ſhalt thu ſwear by thy Head, becauſe thou 
4 canit not make one Hair either white or black ; but luc your Communication be yea, yea 5 
4 nay, nay ;, for whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of evil. Read alſo James,Chap. 5. 
l Again, ye have heard that it bath been ſaid, An Eve for an Eye, and a Tooth for 4 
. Toth ; but I ſay unto you, That ye reſiſt not Evil, but whoſoever ſhall ſmite tiz4e on the 
* rich Cheek, turn to him the other alſo. Ye have beard that ir hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt 
, love thy Neighbour and hate thy Enemy; but I ſay unto yo», Love your Enemi:s, bleſs 
a them that curſe you, do good 10 them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully 


uſe you and pcrſecute you, that you may bs the C'irldren of your Father which is in 
e Heaven, Oh! that all that are called Chriſtians, 9id hut pur theſe things in pra- 
*K Qik, and mind theſe heavenly Preceptsand Commands, the want of which js the 
JF vV=ty ground of Miſery and DiſtraQions. 
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Gcd had a wonderful Love unto his People the Jews, but they often Pro- 
voked the holy One to anger : It is ſaid, He had not done the like for any other Na. 
tion, He gave them Statutes and Ordinances, but they kept them not ; but they 
forgot the Lord, days without number. They had many Warnings: God fenr 
his Servants the Prophets unto them, but they would not hear ; and laſt of all he 
ſent his Son, whom they crucified and put to death. And it is wonderfy] to 
conſider the great condeſcenſion of the Almighty in ſending his Son, who tho! he 
was the only begotten of the Father and Heir of all things, yet he became az x 
Servant for the ſake of Mankind ; and he died that we might live ; he ſuferq 
to redeem us out of Bondage and Slavery, up unto his Father. 

Now there were many things commanded under the firſt Covenant which were 
Tipes and Shadows of a more excellent Glory. It's ſaid, He gave them the Sah. 
bath fer a Sign, and Chriſt is the everlaſting Sabath and reſt of the Souls of all that 
truly do believe in his name ; he was Lord of the Sabath- The Levitical Prieſt. 
hood had a Commandment to take Tithes of the People, of their Brethren; but 
after Chriſt came in the Fle{h and was offered up, he put an end to that Prieſt 
hood; Zcb.7. and thePrieſtt.ood being changed, there is made of neceſſity a change 
of the Law. And when Chriſt called and ſent forth his Diſciples, he bid them Tile 
ether Purſe nor Scrip with them, but as they had received freely, ſo they was to 
give freely. And when they returned, he asked them, If they wanted any thing ? 
And they anſwered, Vo, &c. And we do read the great care of the Goſpel-Mi- 
niſters was, that they might not make the Goſpel chargeable; neither do I find 
any Prefident or Command for the payment of "Tithes in the Holy Scriptures of 
the new Teſtament, but the contrary ; which hath been the cauſe wherefore ma- 
ny could not for Conſcience-ſake pay them, but have choſe rather to ſuffer Per- 
ſecntion, as believing that Tithes, as they are now forced and paid, are Anti- 
chriſtian. The Prophet Jeremiah ſpeaks after this manner ; A horrible filthy thing 
5 committed in the Land, the Prieſts preach for Hire, andthe Prophets divine for Moy 
and the People love to have it ſo: But what will ye do in tne end thereof ? Oh! that 
mine Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might weep day 
and night for the ſlain of the Daughters of my People. And likewiſe Chriſt put an end 
to the Temple-worſhip, and ſet up a Spiritual-worſhip; and as he diſcourſed 
with the Woman of Samaria at Faces's Well, John 4. ſhe faid unto him, Sir, / 
' perceive that thou art a Prophet ; our Fathers did worſhip in this Mountain, and ye ſay 
at Jeruſalem is the place where Men ought to worſhip : Jeſus ſaid unto her, Woman, 
believe me, for the hour cometh when ye ſhall neither in this Mountain nor yet at Feruſas® 
lem, worſhip the Father , ye worſhip ye know not what ; we know what we worſhip, for 
Salvation is of the Jews : But the hour cometh and now is, when the true VPor(iippers 
ſhall the worſinp the Father in Spirit and 1n Truth, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip 
him ;, God 15 a Spirit, and thcy that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit aid Tyitth, 
And our Saviour prophelied of the deſtruQion of the Jew?s Temple alſo: Andin 
his Lamentation over Ffersſalem he told them, That their houſe ſhould be left unto 
them deſolate, which afterwards was fulfilled. The Lord ſpoke by Jeremiah the 
Prophet, fer. 31-31. ſaying, 4nd it ſhall come to paſs after thoſe days, ſaith the 
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Lord, that I will make 4 new Covenant with the Houſe of Iſracl and with the Houſe of 


Tudah, 10t according to the Covenant that I made with their Fathers in the day that [ 
took, thers by the hand to bring them out of the Land of Egypt, which Covenant they broks 


altho" I was an Husband unto them, ſaith the Lord. But this ſhall be the Coverant that © 


1.will make with them after thoſe days, I will put my Law in their inward Parts, and 
write it in their Hearts, and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my People. 

And as Moſes was the Miniſter of the firſt Covenant, ſo Chriſt was the Mini- 
ſter of the ſecond Covenant ; the firſt was to paſs away, but the latter was to 
continue, Chriſt an everlaſting High Prieſt, and Miniſter of the SanQuary and 
Tabernacle which God hath pitched and not Man. It is ſaid, Moſes was faith- 
ul in all his Houſe, as a Servant, but the Servant abides net in the Houſe for ever, 
but the Son abides for ever : And he ſaith, Come unto me, and learn of me, take my 
Yoak upon you, and you ſhall find Reſt to your Souls, I am the V Yay, the Trimth and the 
Life, no Man comes to the Father but by me ,, I am the door of the Sheep, he that 
entreth not by me but climbeth up ſome other way, the ſame is a Thief aud a Robber © 
] am the Bread of Life that came down from God out of Heaven, le that cateth 
of this Bread ſhall live for ever, and in the laſt day that great day of the Feaſt 
Jeſus ſtood and cried, ſaying, Jo. 6. 7. Ch. If any Man thirſt let him come unto 
me and drink, he that believerh on me as the Scripture hath [i4, out of kis Belly 
ſhall flow Rivers of living Water, and this ſpake he of the Spirit, Kc. Again, ſaith 
Chriſt, 1 am the Reſurreftivn and the Life, he that believes in me, though he were 
dead, yet ſhall be live;, and he that lives and believes jlall never dye: Theſe were 
hard ſayings which the unbelieving 7ews wonld not receive, but counted him 
as a Deceiver, nay, they ſaid he hid a Devil, and that he did thoſe Miracles 
by Belzebub the Prince of Devils: He bid them ſearch the Scriptures,. for 
(faith he) i them you think 10 have Eternal Life, thy tijtifie of me, but you will 
rot come unto me that you might have Life: But if you believe mt that I am he, 

you ſhall dye in your Sins, and whether I go you cannot come, Mat. 13. He pronoun- 
ceth many W oes againſt them, and called them whited Walls a1d paiated Se- 


pulchers, Woe unto you Scribes, Phariſces, Hypocrites, for you {hut up the * 


Kingdom of Heaven againſt Men, for ye neither go in your ſeives, nor ſuffer 
ye them that are entring to go in. 

And when the fulneſs of time was come that Chriſt was to be ottcred up, he 
left this Legacy to his Diſciples and ſaid to them, /t 3s expedient for you that 7 
go away, for if I go not away, the Conforter will not come unto you, Ut if T aepart 
1 will ſend him unto you, and when he is come he will reprove the }iorld of Sia and 
of Righteouſneſs, aid of Judgment ;, of Sin, becauſe they believe not in me, of Righ- 
reouſneſs, becauſe I go to the Father, and ye ſee me no more ;, of Judgment, becauſe the 
Prince of this World 15 Fudged.Jo. 16. Ch.14. 1 have (ſaid he) yet many things to ſay nmto 


you, but you canict bear them now, howbeit when the Spirit of truth is come, he will 
gitide yeu into all truth, for he ſhall not ſpeak, of himſelf, but whatſoever he ſhail 


hear that ſhall he ſpeak, and ke will ſhew you all things ;, I came forth from the Fa- 
ther into the World, again I leave the fiorld and go to the Father, but the Comforter 


ſrall abide with yous for ever, (mark) he dwclleth with you, and ſhall be in you. Be- 


hold: 
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* hold the great Miſtery wifich the World by their wiſdom could not perceive, 
” even the Holy Spirit of Chriſt the Comferter to dwell in, and Tabernacle with 
his Saints, the great Miſtery and Riches which was to be revealed-to the Gen- 
tiles, which was Chriſt in them the hope of Glory. 

Chriſt was a perfe&t Example of Humility, who notwithflanding he was 
the great Lord and Maſter, yet he waſhed his Diſciples feet, and told them 
he had given them an Example how they ought to waih one ar.others feet. 
And the great and laſt Commandament that he left with them, was, That they 
ſhould love one another ; for by this, ſhould all Men know that they were his 
Diſciples, if they lov'd one another. This is indeed the great Character of 
Chriſtianity which is too much wanting at this day am9onzſt the Profeſſors 
thereof ; which is the cauſe of Diviſions and Animoſities, which too much 
doth abound amongſt ſuch as would be eſteemed Chriſt's Followers, though 
there can be no true Religion where the love of God doth not in ſome mea- 
ſure dwell in Peoples Hearts; for Love is of God, and they that dwell in Love 
dwell in God, for God is Love. Oh ! this excellent Badge of Chriſtianity, 
where it is truly known it doth ſweeten, and prevail more than all Severity 
and Force, for that may make Hypocrites but not true Believers : Our Saviour 
when he was to go away ſhewed his great love and care towards his Fol- 
lowers, he told them he would come again, Yet 4 {ittle while (ſaith he) and the 
World ſceth me no more, but ye ſhall ſee me, and becauſe I live ye ſhall live alſo; 
ye ſhall know that 1 am in my Father, and you in me, and ] in you. And the ſ.me 
Night that he was Betrayed b:ing at Supper, he diſcovered who 1t was that ſhuld be- 
tray him; and as they were eating, Jeſus to6k Bread and Bleſſed it, and brake it and 
gave it to the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take this is my Body, and likewiſe the Cup, ſayiso, 
Drink, ye all of this, this do in remembrance of me, as oft as ye ds it ye do ſhew fot) 
the Lords Death till be come, &c. Mat. 26. 26, 27. This 1s a very great Miſtery 
ſignified by our Saviour in theſe things, even ſach a Miſtery, that the Unre- 
generate and Carnal mind have not perceived, for if this was an outward 
and viſible ſign of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, then it was a ſign of ſome- 
thing that was more inward and ſpiritual, which they were to wait for, and 
when that which is ſignified of, by that which was as a Remembrance is wit- 
neſſed to be come, doth not this fulfil it? And as the Soul of Man is imniortal 
and of a ſpiritual ſubſtance, can any thing fatisfie the Hunger and Thirſt of it 
but that which comes from God ? The Bread of God is he that comes down 
from God out of Reaven, he that eateth of this Bread ſhall live for ever : But 
the wiſe profeſling Jews did not underſtand theſe things, hecauſe they did not 
believe nor receive him, and becauſe they know him not, ſaid, he was a Decet- 
ver and had a Devil; and after this it was permitted that he ſhould be be- 
trayed into their hands ; and notwithſtanding Pilate would have releaſed him, 
becauſe he found no fault in him to deſerve Death, yet they cryed ſo much 
the more, Crucihe him, Crucifie him, and releaſe unto us Barabas ; and they 
Cructfied the Lord of Life, and as he gave up the Ghoſt the Sun was darkened, 
and the Vail of the Temple was rent from the top to the bottom, and Fore 
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FF. 
derful things was ſeen, and the People bzholding theſe things which were done, 
ſnote upon their Breaſts and returned : And theſe things were done that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilted, which, faith he, was lcd as 4 Lamb to the Slaugh- 
ter, he reſiſted not ; but ſaid Father forgive them for they know not what they do : 
He died for the Sins of the World, and roſe again the third day for the juſtification 
of all that believe in his Name; and many were the witneſſes of his Reſurrettion from 
the Dead, and alſo of his Aſcenſion into Glory with the Father as he was before ;, and 
he that believeth ſhall be ſaved, but he that believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he believes not in the Name of the Son of God, whoſe Name is a powerful 
Name : In which his Diſciples went forth after they had waited at Jer»/alen 
according to the Lord's appointment, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them according 
to his Promſe, and they Preached the Goſpel of Salvation to all Men, That 
they might believe and be ſaved, Luke 1. And they alſo ſet forth a Declaration of 
thoſe things which were molt ſurely believed among them, even as they were 
delivered to us ( ſaith they) which from the beginning were eye witneſſes of 
the word : Such were the Pen-Men of the New Teſtzment, which they called 
a Declaration : The Prophets propheſied ofChriſt the Meſſiih that ſhoul41 come, 
and the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts gave Teſtimony that he was come, being eye 
and ear witneſſes: And thongh the Declaration was great and excellent, yer 
that was declared of, (to wit the word) was far greater. And as to thoſe 
Inſtruments which the Lord uſually made uſe of in every Age and Diſpenfation, 
to ſend in his Meſſage unto the Sons of Men, they were eſteemed (at leaſt) by 
the wiſdom of the World to be weak and mean, and of mean Occupations and 
Imployments, as Herds-Men, Plow-Men, Shepherds, gatherers of Sycomer 
Fruit, Fiſhermen, Tent- Makers, and the like, and were by ſome accounted 
as Deceivers, and yet truez as dying, yet they lived : Nay, ſuch Entertain- 
ment they met with as to be accounted as the Off-ſcouring of all things, and 
this their Maſter foretold they ſhould meet withal z For, ſaid he, the Servant 15 
not greater then his Lord ;, and if they have called the Maſter of the Houſe Belze- 
bub, how much more they of the Houſhould? And having done thus to the green 
Tree, how much more will they do it to the dry Tree ? But the Lord whoſe 
Servants they were, was with them, and did ſupport them in all their Afli- 
Ctions, and made their work effectual as they ſtood in his Counſel ; bur thoſe 
that ſtood not in his Counſel, but ran, and the Lord ſent them not, nor ſpoke 
not unto them, and ſewed Pillows under Peoples Armholes and cryed Peace, 
Peace,to ſuch as put into their Mouths, and Perſecuted ſuch as pur not into their 
Mouths, they did not profit the People at all, nor turn any from the Evit of 
their ways, therefore the Lord ſent his Servants to declare againlt ſach in alt 
Apes: But thoſe (to wit) the true Miniſters whom the Lord ſent forth in his 
Meſſage, it was to turn many to Righteouſneſs, from the Evil of their doings, 
and they proclaimed the glad tidings of Salvation, and the mighty and terrible 
day of the Lord, and their great Labour was (and is) to gather People to God, 
and not unto themſelves ; the Apoltle ſpake after the ſame manner, fai4 he, / 
Was ſent ro turn People from Darkneſs to Light, and from the power of Satan to Bs 
that 
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that they might receive Remiſſion of their Sins, and an Inheritance among the San{lified 
Ones in Chriſt Jeſus. And faith alſo, That the Goſpel is the power of God unto Salva. 
tion, (mark, The Goſpel is the power of God to Salvation) unto, or in them that be. 
lieve, which Goſpel! they were Miniſters of ; not by (the Ordination of Men,) nor from 
Men; neither by the aquired parrs of Humane Learning, but by the Revelation of Fe. 
fes Chrift : And this Paul that great Apoſtle to the Gentiles witneſſed, that when 
it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in him, he conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood 
but immediately gave up to the Heavenly Viſion. 

But ſome may ſay, ir's true in the Primitive times the Apoſtles were divinely 
inſpired, after an extraordinary manner, and had the Spirit of God, but we 
do not expett the immediate Teachings of God now, or immediate Revelation. 

To this I tenderly Anſwer, and do ſay, 'That the Apoſtles were divinely 
Inſpired after an extraordinary manner, the Scrip!ures do abundantly ſhew, 
Bur if ir were ſo, that Revelation were now ſeaced, we were in a very ſad 
Condition ; for where there is no viſion, the People periſh; and where there 
1s no Revelation there can be no ſaving knowledge of God, For no Han know- 
&th the Father ſave the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him, Mat. 11. 27. And 
it wasa great Promiſe, left and entaiF'd unto the latter times, That God would 
be the Teacher of his People himſelf, and they ſhall be all taught of God ; 4:41 
manifeſtation of the Spirit 1s given to every Man to profit withal, John 6. 45. God's 
power 1s as great as ever to do whatſoever he pleaſeth; bur, alas, there wants 1 
true and living Faith among the Sons of Men to believe in the ſufficiency of his 
almighty power. The Arm of the Lord is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave, or his Ear 
heavy that be cannot hear (now as well as in days paſt) but jt is your ſins and ini- 
quiries, ſaith the Lord, that have made a ſeparation between you and me, and your ſins 
have hid his face from you, that he will net hear, Iſa, 59. Jer. 5.25. Sin ard Re- 
bellion againſt the Almighty was and is the cauſe of Deſtruction and Miſery, 
and for which he hides his Face at this day, from many of the Sons of Men. 

And this moſt People will confeſs unto, and that all have ſinned, erred and 
{trayed from the right way like loſt Sheep, and that they do thoſe things which 
they ought not to do, and leaveundone that which they ſhould do ; and conteat 
themſelves with an empty profeſſion and talk of the things of God, and thuck 
this is Religion enough, but never to forſake their evil Doings ; but this will 
not pleaſe the Almighty. nor ſtand any in ſtead 1n the day of Account, which cer- 
tainly will come upon all. Therefore all People conſider of your ways and turn 
unto the Lord,that you may know a change, for by Nature we are all Children of 
Wrath; the firſt Nature muſt be changed, and as that which is firſt is Natural, 
then that which is Spiritual ; The firff Adam was made a liviiig Soul, the ſecond 
Adam was the Lord from Heaven the quickening Spirit : As in Adam all died, fo in 
Chriſt ſhall all be made alive again, Our Saviour ſaid to Nicodemus, Verity, verily 
1 ſay unto thee, except a Man ve regenerated and born again, he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of Heaven. Now this he explained to be a ſpiritual Birth, or a being born 
of the Spirit; and the natural Man perceives not the things of God, becauſe they 
are ſpiritnally diſcerned. | 
| Now 
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WW order to know and witneſs Anpe, ler cvery* 
Bn that reads theſe few Lines be ſerionnnl nds inward unto 
of Jeſus Chriſt wherewith he hath enlighrened you, Wil*q helpt you ſce your inward 
dition, and how it is with you ; for God hath nor left you without a W:tnels in your ow 
Conſciences, that will deal truly and plainly with you, and rell you all thar ever you have 
done, which no Man can do the like ; it will reprove you for fin, or when you do thar 
which 1s evil, and juſtify you when you do well: Oh! that Men would bur be ierious 
and conſiderate, and mind this inward Monitor, and yield obedience rhereunto, it would 
certainly be for their good, and work a change in the Heart and Mind of the Creature, 
and lead ro Repentance ; which is rhe firſt Fruit of the Spirir, and the Nations of them 
char are ſaved muſt walk in the Light of the Lord : Now he that doth Evil hates the 
Light ; but they that love the Light will bring their Deeds to the Light thar they may be 
tried by it ; and by this every one may know whoſe Servants they are, even his Servants 
to whom they yield their Members ro obey, fo that no Man or Woman can plead Excule ; 
the Drunkard knows that Drunkenneſs is a greart ſin ; the Lyer, that Lying is a ſin; the 
proud Perſon knows thar Pride is a fin; the Whoremonger and Adulterer knows thart ir 
is a great fin; Stealing, Cozening aad Defrauding, and the like ; theſe things are Abo- 
mination unto the holy and pure Ged: And whar ſhall I ſay, but thar all rhings which 
are reproveable are manifett by the Light? For whatſoever makes manifeit is Light. And 
this is the Condemnation of the whole World, that Light is come into the World ; bur 
Men love Darkneſs rather than the Light, becauſe their Deeds arc evil. 

Now let me appeal unto God's Witneſs in all Conſciences whether or no theſe before- 
mentioned Wickednefſes do nor at this day abound'in this Nation of England 2 And ſhall 
nor the righteous God yer vitit for theſe things ? A Nation high in Profeſſion of Religion, 
but few there are in compariſon of the multirude, thar tive according to what they pro- 
fels; and yer ſome there are that monrn in fecrer, ro conſider the great Abominartions 
which doth abound, yea, I may ſay under a religious Cloak ; rhe very Miſtery of Ini- 
quiry works at this day, as well among Profeffors as Prophane. Oh! rae Enmity one 
againſt another, rhe Hipocrifie and Deceir, Falſhood and Treachery, Covercouſneſs, Earth- 
ly-mindedneſs, Curſings, Swearing and calling on God to damn them, and txking the 
Name of God in vain : Oh! the loftincſs and pride of Pecples Hearts and abuſive 
uſage of the good Creatures of God upon the Luſt, until Nature ir ſelf is many times 
overcome thereby : Did nor the Lord by the Propher, ſharply reprove ſome for their Pride 
in Apparel, their round Artires like the Mocn ? bur what was that ro the Women inour 
days, whoſe high Heads and Towers looks as if they bid defiance to the Heavens, and 
the beholding of ir is a grief to ſober People? And is not the Adorning wherewith the 
goods Women of old were adorned witha], even a meek and humble Spirit, and ver:nous 
Life > Bur theſe things before-mentioned are like unto the fins of Sodom, and doth pro- 
voke the Almighty ro Anger. He hath often ſhaken his Rod over this Nation, many 
Warnings he hath already given, not only by his Servants which from rime ro time he 
hath raiſed up and ſent, bur alſo the yery Stars in the Firmament hath ſounded in Alarum 
to all thar will not harden their Hearts ; Fire and Sword, Thundering, Lightnings, Floods 
and Overflowings of Waters in Harve{t and Earthquake, which made rhe Earth to rrem- 
ble , and I pray God, if ir be his will, thar Peſtilence and Famine may nor foilow atrer. 
The Lord hath, as I ſaid, ſhaken his Rod many times over this Nation. and the wonderful] 
mercy of God have been extended to us many ways: Oh! that all People would rruly 
confider of ir and repent, and turn unto the Lord before it be roo late. Ani tho tome may 
harden their Hearts and nor regard theſe things, yer I doubr nor but there are ſome who 
are as Lots in Sodem, that fear rhe I ord, and deſire after the knowlciige of Ins way, that 
they may walk therein ; and theſe are they whom the I ord will ſpare and hide as under 
. the hollow of his Hand ; theſe are they whom my Soul loves, and for whom I truly defire 
an encreaſc in the ſaving knowledg of God and of Jeſus Chrift, whom ro know is Lite 
, Eternal. And there is no other way to attain unto this ſaving knowledg, but through a dying 
Gaily unto ſin, and putting off the old Man with his Deeds, and putting on the new Ma 


Which is created in-Holfneſs ; for as the Enemy of Man's Soul hath prevailed and goiren 
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F that they might receive Remiſſion of their Sins, and an Inheritance among the Sanftified 

Ones in Chriſt Jeſus. And faith alſo, That the Goſpel is the power of God unto Salva- 

_--+rjon, (mark, The Goſpel is the power of God to Salvation) unto, or in them that be. 
Ttieve, which Goſpel they were Miniſters of ; not by (the Ordination of Men,) nor from 
Men, neither by the aquired parts of Humane Learning, but by the Revelation of Fe- 
fes Chriſt : And this Parl that great Apoſtle to the Gentiles witneſſed, that when 
it pleaſed God to reveal his Son in him, he conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood 
but immediately gave up to the Heavenly Viſion. 

But ſome may ſay, it's true in the Primitive times the Apoſtles were divinely 
inſpired, after an extraordinary manner, and had the Spirit of God, but we 
do not expet the immediate Teachings of God now, or immediate Revelation. 

To this I tenderly Anſwer, and do ſay, 'That the Apoſtles were divinely 
Inſpired after an extraordinary manner, the Scriptures do abundantly ſhew, 
But if ir were ſo, that Revelation were now ſeaced, we were in a very ſad 
Condition ; for where there is no viſion, the People periſh z and where there 
1s no Revelation there can be no ſaving knowledge of God, For no Man know- 
&th the Father ſave the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him, Mat. 11. 27. And 
it wasa great Promiſe, left and entail'd unto the latter times, That God would 
be the Teacher of his People himſelf, and they ſhall be all taught of God ; 4:44 
manifeſtation of the Spirit 1s given to every Man to profit withal, John 6. 45. God's 
Power 1s as great as ever to do whatſoever he pleaſeth; but, alas, there wants 4 
true and living Faith among the Sons of Men to believe in the ſufficiency of hi; 
almighty power. The Arm of the Lord is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave, or his Ear 
heaty that be cannot hear (now as well as in days paſt) but it is your ſras and ini- 
quiries, ſaith the Lord, that have made a ſeparation between you and me, and your ſins 
have hid his face from you, that he will not hear, Ma, 59. Jer. 5.25. Sin ard Re- 
bellion againſt the Almighry was and is the cauſe of Deſtruction and Miſery, 
and for which he hides his Face at this day, from many of the Sons of Men. 

And this moſt People will confeſs unto, and that all have ſinned, erred and 
ftrayed from the right way like loſt Sheep, and that they do thoſe things which 
they ought not to do, and leaveundone that which they ſhould do ; and corteat 
themſelves with an empty profeſſion and talk of the things of God, and tick 
this is Religion enough, but never to forſake their evil Doings ; but this will 
not pleaſe the Almighty. nor ſtand any 1n ſtead in the day of Account, which cer- 
tainly will come upon all. Therefore all People conſider of your ways and turn 
unto the Lord,that you may know a change, for by Nature we are all Children of 
Wrath; the firſt Nature muſt be changed, and as that which is firſt is Natural, 
then that which is Spiritnal; The firſt Adam was made a living Soul, the ſecond 
Adam was the Lord from Heaven the quickening Spirit : As in Adam all died, ſo 1 
Chriſt ſhall all be made alive again, Our Saviour faid to Nicodemus, Yerily, wcrily 
1 ſay unto thee, except a Man ve regenerated and born again, he cannot ſee the King- 

dom of Heaven. Now this he explained to be a ſpiritual Birth, or a being born 
of the Spirit; and the natural Man perceives not the things of God, becauſe they 
are ſpiritnally diſcerned. 


Now 


Arorder to know and witneſs k Ive, ler every” 
an that reads theſe few Lines be ſerio Winds inward unto 
& of Jeſus Chriſt wherewith he hath enlighrened you, Me, hetrt you ſce your inward B 

dition, and how it is with you ; for God hath nor left you withour a W:rnels in your ow 

Confciences, that will deal truly and plainly with you, and tell you all that ever you have 

done, which no Man can do the like ; it will reprove you for fin, or whea you do thar 

which is evil, and juſtify you when you do well: Oh! that Men would bur be ierious 
and con{iderate, and mind this inward Monitor, and yield obedience thereunto, it would 
certainly be for their good, and work a change in the Heart and Mind of the Creature, 
and lead to Repentance ; which is the firſt Fruit of the Spirit, and the Nations of them 
chat are {aved muſt walk in the Light of the Lord : Now he that doth Evil hates the 
Light; bur they that love the Light will bring their Deeds to the Light thar they may be 
tried by it ; and by this every one may know whoſe Servants they are, even his Servants 
to whom they yield their Members to obey, ſo thatno Man or Woman can plead Excule ; 
the Drunkard knows that Drunkenneſs is a great lin ; the Lyer, that Lying is a ſin; the 
proud Perſon knows thar Pride is a fin; the Whoremonger and Adulterer knows that it 
is 4 great fin ; Stealing, Cozening aad Defrauding, and the like; theſe things are Abo- 
mination unto the holy and pure Ged: And whar ſhall I ſay, but thar all things which 
are reproveable are manifett by the Light? For whatſoever makes manifeit is Light. And 
this is the Condemnation of the whole World, thar Lighr is come into the World ; bur 

Men love Darkneſs rather than the Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil. 

Now let me appeal unto God's Witneſs in all Conſciences whether or no theſe before- 
mentioned Wickednefſes do nor at this day abound in this Nation of England 2 And ſhall 
nor the r:;ghteous God yet vilit for theſe things ? A Nation high in Profefſion of Religion, 
bur few rhcre are in compariſon of the multirude, thar tive according to what they pro= 
fels; and yer ſome there are that monrn in ſecrer, ro conſider the great Abominations 
which doth abound, yea, I may ſay under a religious Cloak ; the very Mittery of Ini- 
quity works at this day, as well among Profeffors as Propnane. Oh! rhe Enmity one 
againſt another, the Hipocrifie and Deceir, Falſhocd and Treachery, Covercouſneſs, Earth- 
ly-mindedneſs, Curſings, Swearing and calling on God ro damn them, and raking the 
Name of God in vain : Oh! the loftineſs and pride of Pecples Hearts and abuſive 
ulage of the good Creatures of God upon the Luſt, until Nature it tclt 1s many times 
overcome thereby : Did nor the Lord by the Propher, ſharply reprove ſome for their Pride 
in Apparel, their round Artircs like the Moon ? but what was that to the Women inour 
days, whoſe high Heads and Towers looks as if they bid defiance to the Heavens, and 
the bcholding of ir is a grief to ſober People? And is not the Adorning wherewith the 
good: Women of old were adorned withal, even a meek and humble Spirit, and ver:nous 
Life 2 Bur theſe things before-mentioned are like unto the fins of Sodom, and doth pro- 
voke the Almighty ro Anger. He hath often ſhaken his Rod over this Nation, many 
Warnings he hath already given, not only by his Servants which from rime ro time he 
hath raiſcd up and fent, bur allo the very Stars in the Firmament hath ſounded cn Alarum 
tO ail that will not harden thcir Hearts ; Fire and Sword, Thundering, I ightnings, Floods 
and Overflowings of Waters in Harveit and Earthquake, which made the Earth to rrein- 
ble , and I pray God, if ir be his will, thar Peſtilence and Famine may nor foilow atrer. 
The Lord hath, as I ſaid, ſhaken his Rod many times over this Nation. and the wonderfu] 
mercy of God have been extended ro us many ways: Oh! that all People would rruly 
conſider of it and repent, and turn unto the Lord before it be roo late, An tho tome may 
harden their Hearts and nor regard theſe things, yet I doubr nor bu: there are ſome who 
are as Lots in Sodem, that fear rhe Lord, and deſire afrer the knowledge of his way, that 
they may walk therein ; and theſe are they whom the I ord will ſpare and hide as under 
the hollow of his Hand ; theſe are they whom my Soul loves, and for whom I truly defire 
an encreaſe in the ſaving knowledg of God and of Jeſus Chrift, whom to know is Lite 
eternal. And there is no other way to attain unto this ſaving knowledg , but through a dying 
Gaily unto fin, and putting off the old Man with his Deeds, and puiting on the new Maw 


Which is created in-Holfneſs ; for as the Enemy of Min's Soul hath prevaled and gorren 
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maſt wair for, becauſe wirhout him we can do nothing | d 0 fay in thew- 
"Hearts, Yo ſhall aſcend, that is to fetch Chriſt from above ; nor who ſhall deſcend; ts ferc} 
kim from beneath; fer the Word is nigh thee, even in thy Heart and in thy Mouth, that thou 


may hear it and do gþ ; and this ({aith the Apottle) :s the word of Faith which we preach, 

So then, People's Minds mult be turned inward. The Woman which Chrilt ſpoke of 
(ina Parable) that had loft a piece of Silver, ſought ir abroad bur could nor find ir there: 
bur when ſhe'wenrt home and iwept her own Houle, then ſhe found thar which was lot: 
The Apoflle ſaith, That whatſoever may be known of God, is manife#t within : And how is it 
manifeit bur by the Spirit of God, a meaſure of which is freely given ro every Man to 
profit withal? Irs given to all, but all do nor receive it, nor believe in it, and therefore 
cannot be ſenfible of the verrue and power of it: Ir's like a Pearl hid in a Field, ora little 
Lcaven or a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed.as we may read our Saviour compared the Seed of the 
Kingdom unto; +and it was the honeſt Heart thar was compared to the good Ground that 
brought forth much Fruir. | 

Bur ſome may object and ſay, *Tis true, much of this is Scripture, and fo cannot be 
denied, bur it ſecms to be a Mittery that we do not well underitand. Thou bids ns, Be. 
lieve in an Inward Principle and Light cf Chritt within us, a Meaſure of rhe Spirir, the 
Werd nigh in the Heart : And doth nor this undervalue the the Scriptures and the Ou:- 
ward Coming of Chrift in the Fleſh, his marvclous Works and ſhedding of his precious 
Blood, his Reſurrection, Afſention and Mcediatorſhip in Heaven ? 

I an{wcr tincerely, I would not affert any thing con:rary to the Holy Scrip:ures, be- 
Keving that holy Men of Ged gave them torth as they were moved by the Holy Ghotlt ; 
and that they are Profitable ro be Read, Bel eved and Practiſed, and able ro make wiſe 
unto ſalvaticn, through Faith (mark, through Faith) in Chriſt Feſus : And to exhort all 
to believe in the Lighr of Chrift, wherewith he hath enlighrned every Man, and in the 
Meaſure of the Spirir cf God, or to take heed unto the Word nigh in the Hearr : This 
1s no new Doctrine. Chriſt ſaid, Believe in the Light, that you may be the Children 0; 
the Light. The Apoftle fairh, He that hath not the Spirit of Chrift is nme of his : And 
faid the Ancients, God w/o commanded the Light to ſhine cut of Darkneſs, hath ſhited 
#2 our Hearts. And again, Examine your ſelves; know ye not how that Feſus Chriſt is is, 
Yeu, except ye be Reprobates ? 

All which (cruly underſtocd)dorh nor in the leaſt ehvalue or lefſen the Glory of Chri:'s 


ourward coming in that Hcly Body, his Dearth, ſheding of his precious Blood, his Reſur- 


rcction, Aſcenſion and Mediatorſhip in Heaven ; for he thar deſcended was the ſame that 
aicended, and hethar was pur to death in the Fleſh was quicken'd by the Spirit : Ard hc 
fro wit, the Erernal Son of Gecd) is unlimitable, and yer by meaſure doth fo graciouſly 
condeſcend ro mankird as to maniieit and revcal himſelf in the Beams of his own Glorv 
to redeem and bringMankind upto Gcd, our of their loſt and miſerable State into Glory. 


And let rone miitake me, fer I do ſay, Thar as it is the great Concern and Du:y of 


every Man and Woman ro wait to know in and for themſelves, the Work of Regenera- 
tion ; fo the true and ſaving Knowledge ard Faith in Chriſt's Death, Sufferings and Re- 
furrection ard Aſcenſion, is abſolutely neceffary rhereunto, in order to this great Change 
of the Hear: and Mind, from a natural Eſtare to a Spiritual : And here is an inward and 
Spriritual Travel ro be known, before there can be an entring into Reſt and Peace wit 
God. Oh thar all were bur ſeniible of theſe things, and of God's wonderful Mercics and 
Love to Mankind, in tendering his Salvation through his Son Chrift Jeſus, who taſted 
Deach for every Man, and cpencd a way whereby all might be ſaved from their Sins, 
and fo from the Wrath ro come, for the Lord God almighty defires not the Death of a 
Sinner, bur rather that all ſhould tnrn unto him and live ; and he hath laid Help upon one 
thar is mighty and able ro ſave to the utmoſt, all thar will come unto him : He ir 1s (ro 


= wit Chriſt Feſus} that is the Phyſician of value, thar can do thar in us and for us which 
; none elſe can do, Oh therefore let none be of an unbelieving Hearr, ro queſtion th 
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Faith in themſelves thar pat # pints God ; read Heb. 11. 

Therefore inaſmuch as God is pleaſed to offer his Love unto all, through his Son, and to 
give a Day of Viſration, if People will not be reclaimed from their evil Ways, then this 
will be their Condemnarion, that they ſlighred the Day of their Viſitation, like Feruſalem 
of old. Oh therefore, ſecing it is appointed for all Men and Women once ro dye, and . 
then ro Judgment, and that there 1s no Repentance in the Grave, all are concern'd + 
unto Eternity, either ro Glory and cverlaſting Felicity, or elſe, on the contrary, toeverlaſt- 
ing Miſcry and endleſs Torment. I beleech all ro conſider of ir before ir be roo lare, for 
Time indeed is very precious, and that which is paſt cannot be recall'd, and thar which 
is to come is very uncertain, Therefore while it is called to day let none harden their hearts. 

Bur great is the Subrilty and many are the Devices of the old Adverſary, the Devil,.- 
to deceive the fimple-hearred, and fruſtrare rhe Work of God in thoſe thar are Travelling * 
and ſeeking after God's Kingdom, to draw the Mind outward from an inward Exer- 
ciſe and Waiting upon rhe Lord in his Light and Grace, which would let every one ſee 
their inward Srare and Condition truly as it is: But the Enemy of Mars Soul lierh 
ſo near, with his Baits, that excepr there be a great Care and a Watching againſt his 
Temprations, the poor Creature will be catchr ar unawares; he will endeavour: 
ro keep in a ſelf Security, and from a daily Travel, and infinuare into the 
Mind, to uphold his Kingdem, That though People are daily and, actually Sin- 
ners, yer thar God doth nor  wi!l not impure Sin unto them, and thar the 
Guilt thereof is taken away by Jeſus Chriſt, when as in the mean while they are con- 
demned in their own Coniciences, by the Light and Spirit of God : And though Chritft 
did bear our Sins and Tranſgreffions, it was nor that we ſhould continue in Sin, neither 


_ was Chriſt a Sinner, for he could nor Sin, bur he was wounded for our Tranſgrefiions : 


And afſuredly God dorh not look upon us ro be whar wo are not ; and Chriſt's Righreouſ- 
neſs muſt nor be pur upen Sinners, unleſs they do repent and turn from their Sins : There- 
fore let none deceive themſzolves for God will nor be mocked, ſach as we fow we muſt 
certainly reap; they that ſow to rhe Fleih ha'! of rhar reap Corruption, and they thar 
ſow to the Spirit ſhall of rhe Spirir reap Life eve-laiting : Ir is nor poſſible rhat we ca 
be Heirs of two Kingdoms, M2 cannot ſerve God and Manmen ; if we will go to Heaven 
we muſt enter in ar the ſtrar Gare, and walk in the narrow way : For broad is the way 
that leads to Deſtruction, and too many there are rhar waſk in that way ; and ir is in one 
of theſe two ways thar all People are found in, therefore ler every one examine them- 
ſelves with the Light of Jeſus Chriſt, and try their ways and turn unto the Lord. 

And all you that are Tender-hearted, yer of a doubrful Mind becauſe of your Infirmi- 
ties, and the many Exerciſes and Temptations you daily meet witha!, and are ſometimes 
ready to ſay, No body's trouble is like unto my trouble, compaſſed abour on every fide, 
ſo that I am afraid I ſhall never overcome my Souls Enemies; am ſo poor and weak,that I 
am atraid that T ſhall nor hold out to the end in Well-doing ! Thus and after this manner 
doth rhe Enemy of Man's Soul work to diſcourage, and lay Srumbling-blacks in the way 
of ſuch whoſe Faces are turned Sion-ward ; and to ſuch I ſay, Come, be of good checr, 
be ſtill and wait upon the Lord, mind his Grace in thy Heart, and thou fhalr renew thy 
ength in the Lord, who'is ſtronger than the Devil: Oh, look unto him with, an eye 
& Faith, in whom there isgverlaſting firength : Ler him thar fits in darkneſs and ſees no 
Lhe, ftay himſelf upon the” Lord, who hath ſaid, Oh, thou affliifted* and not comforted, an 

oed as with a-tempeſt, behold, I will lay thy ſtones with; air colours, T{a. 54+, 11a 
2d again he ſaith, Hen the poor and needy ſhall [ark ad FINES he 
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ath +Uving ene: : known ; ir works by Love, and is not barely Tra-- 0 
ditionaf or Literal, bur a Saving, Experimental, Powerful Faith, by which the Ancients ;...* 7 
* obtained Victory over their cutward and inward Enemics, and had living Evidence of J 


| tow that am God, 1 will be mer: 41 to therr WO 
} 0 I remember no more, Iſa. 41. 17, 18. Wonderful things tiRB - 
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E-..: 3s a Croſs to be raken up to th.'s World'sGloty,yer there 1s aCrown in the end to be oh- 
by tained ; bur no Croſs, no Crown ; we muſt wear Chriſt's Yoke and learn of him, or 
| eiſc vie cannot find Reſt and Peace to our Souls ; and as the Heart is ſincerely given up 
4 to ſerve the Lord, his ways will become unto thee ways of Plcaſantneſs, and in his path; 
A rhou wil: find Peace ; and though thou mayſt be remprted and affaulred by thy Seul' 
1 Enemy, it is no fin to be rempred to any evil if thou join not with rhe Tempcation by: 
|; mind the pure fear of rhe Lord, (as that good Man Foſ/eph did when he was rempred to - 
f evi!) ir will preſerve- the. our of the ſnares of the Devil, and thou wilt be mad- a Par- 
* taker of God's Salvaticn,which he hath ſo freely tendred to all Mankind by Jeſus Chin 
1 which they that come tmaly to know will be Happy, and they that negle& i;, rheir 
Condemnation will be juſt in the day of the Lord. Thus it was with me to write in 
trae love and good Will ro all Men, deſiring that ir may be of general beneſfir, tha: 
Glory and Honour may redound ro the name of+the Lord throngh Jeſus Chriſt forever. 
"more. .I am a Friend to all People, the 9th Month, 1694. Benjamin Coles 
AP OST. SC REP: TT: -to Friends: 
ND you, my dearly beloved Friends, who in any meaſure threugh the infinit> Mercy 71:1 
Kindneſs of God, are made Partakers of his Salvaticn through a belief in the Truth : 
Oh ! let us for ever prize the Live of God therein, and walk worthy of that Holy ani Hy. 
nourable Callins, whereunto we are called, and whereunto we have already attained - {ot ns 
walk ſtiil by the ſame Rule, always preſſing forward, and n:t to look back,» mor ta ing upa 
falſe Reſt by the way, ſhort of the true Reſt, looking unto Feſus the Author” and Finijher of | 
our Faith: And then we ſhall eſteem, and put a true value upon cvery Diſpenſation of the \ 
love of God, wherein he hath at ſundry rimes and after divers manners appeared in all Ares 
of the World ; and laft of all by bis Son Feſus Chriſt, in whom we have betieved, beth as he 
was, and is, andis to come : Tou alſo know that the Law was added bzcauſe of Tranſoreſſin, 
zntil the Seed ſhould come, which Seed was Chriſt ; and whatſoever the Law ſaith, it ſrith * 
to them that are under the Law, which 1s as a Schoolmsſter to bring unto Chriſt ; the cd 
of the Law, the ſubſtance. of all Types and Shadows ; an everiaſtins Hizh Prieſt, the one 
offering that perfets fer ever them that are Srnftified through Faith in him : And we knw 
that Circumciſion. nar Uncircumciſicn avails nit now, but a new Creature; and we muſt every 
ne wait upon God to know it in and fer our ſelves , by the powerful Opperation of the word 
-of Life. Oh ! let not a careleſs Mind be in any one of us, or an aaving Heart to de- 
cline the way of the Lord : And whatſoever trouble ws? meet withal, let us wait to feel the 
Lord's power, in wh:ſe ſtrength we ſhall be able to bear and ſuffer whatſoever he ſhall per- . 
wit to come to paſs, for the tryal of the Frxth of his People : So my dear Friends let us lock 
unto him, and not look back, for the Marh, is [t:!! before us, let us not be weary of we/l-de- 
ing, for in due time we ſhall reap if we faint n:t. It is a day of tryal though not of cut- | 
ward Sufferings and Perſecution, as it was ſome years ago, bleſſed be the Lord he hati put 
4 ſtop to that at preſent in a great meaſure ; yet notwithſtanding there is as much need of | 
fear and watchfulneſs, and circumſpe# walking as ever there was ſince we were a People: | 
Therefcre let us be faithful unto the Lord, and dwell in Humility before him, that he may 
teach us more ani more of his ways, and we.may walk in them, and not be moved from the | 
hope of the Geſpe! : And above all things let us lov? one another, whereby it may indeed ap-. 
pear that we are the Diſciples of Feſus Chriſt, always remembring his Heavenly Precepts : 
Se of which was after this manner, Let him that will be greateſt be as a Servant ; be nt" | 
many Maſters, &c. Ged A bnighty preſerve us to his praiſe, ann this be yeu all Comfortea, 
+. 4 hat the foundation of God ſtandzth ſure Godbokmwerth who ne his, and no other founda- 
*0n can any Man lay Kives thay. phich is already laid, which is Chriſt the Lord, in; wha 
IN by ———_—_— Sr * Ee 3 LM ; B. C ” 


: —y 4 / \ ; - 
wt" 4 , 


